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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN RESPONSE TO BUFFUM-BOTHA 

DISCUSSION ON NAMIBIA 

REF: STATE 267969 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. ON DECEMBER 9 SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR BOTHA CALLED ON 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM TO CONVEY HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
RESPONSE TO US APPROACH DESCRIBED REFTEL. 

2. AMBASSADOR BOTHA, READING FROM TELEGRAM FROM PRETORIA, 
SAID THAT SAG APPRECIATED SPIRIT IN WHICH US PRESENTED 

ITS VIEWS AND HAS GIVEN THEM SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 
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DISTURBING AND BELIEVES THESE EVENTS MUST BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT IN DECIDING WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE IN SECURITY 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF NAMIBIA. AT THIS JUNCTURE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT BELIEVE ITS PARTICIPATION 
WOULD SERVE USEFUL PURPOSE ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE ARE 
DOUBTS WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA THAT MEMBERSHIP IN UN IS 
WORTHWHILE. SOUTH AFRICA WILL TAKE DEVELOPING SITUATION 
AND EVENTS IN SECURITY COUNCIL INTO CONSIDERATION IN 

MAKING FINAL DECISION WHETHER TO TAKE PART IN DEBATE ON 
NAMIBIA. 

3. BOTHA STATED SOUTH AFRICA APPRECIATES AND SHARES 
US VIEWS ON NEED FOR ORDERLY CHANGE IN NAMIBIA AND 
RHODESIA. RECENT INITIATIVES BY LEADERS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
AND BY BLACK LEADERS OF SOUTH AFRICAN COUNTRIES HAVE 
SHOWN SOME SIGNS OF PROGRESS. UNFORTUNATELY THERE 
SEEMS TO BE NO INTEREST AT UN IN SEEKING PEACEFUL 
SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS. IN FACT IT SEEMS AS IF SOME 

AT UN ARE EMBARKED ON COURSE OF FRUSTRATING PEACEFUL 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. SOUTH AFRICA CONSIDERS US AND OTHER WESTERN POWERS 
HAVE GREAT RESPONSIBILITY AT UN TO ENCOURAGE PEACEFUL 
INITIATIVE AND TO PREVENT RADICAL ELEMENTS FROM GETTING 
THEIR WAY. IT WOULD BE REGRETTABLE IF SC WERE TO SET 
TIMETABLE FOR SOUTH AFRICAN ACTION IN NAMIBIA. SOUTH 
AFRICA CANNOT RESPOND TO COERCION AND BELIEVES ITS 
INITIATIVES SHOULD BE GIVEN TIME TO BEAR FRUIT. 

PEOPLE OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO 
WORK TOWARD PEACEFUL SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATION. IMPOSITION 
OF CONDITIONS WOULD ONLY LEAD TO HARDENING OF ATTITUDES 
WITH ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES. SOUTH AFRICA HOPES US WILL 
GIVE IT SUPPORT IN SECURITY COUNCIL AND WILL TRY TO 
BLOCK RADICAL PROPOSALS. INGERSOLL 
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